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dome. Tournai was near. The Due de Bourgogne
went there to have a game at tennis. This sudden
party of pleasure strongly scandalized the army, and
raised all manner of unpleasant talk. Advantage was
taken of the young Prince's imprudence to throw upon
him the blame of what was caused by the negligence
of M. de Vendome.

A serious and disastrous action that took place dur-
ing these operations was actually kept a secret from
the King, until the Due de la Tremoille, whose son*
was engaged there, let out the truth. Annoyed that
the King said nothing to him on the way in which his
son had distinguished himself, he took the opportunity,
whilst he was serving the King, to talk of the passage
of the Escaut, and said that his son's regiment had
much suffered. " How, suffered? " cried the King;
" nothing has happened." Whereupon the Duke re-
lated all to him. The King listened with the greatest
attention, and questioned him, and admitted before
everybody that he knew nothing of all this. His sur-
prise, and the surprise it occasioned, may be imagined.

It happened that when the King left table, Chamillart
unexpectedly came into his cabinet. He was soon
asked about the action of the Escaut, and why it had
not been reported. The minister, embarrassed, said
that it was a thing of no consequence. The King con-
tinued to press him, mentioned details, and talked of
the regiment of the Prince of Tarento. Chamillart
then admitted that what happened at the passage was
so disagreeable, and the combat so disagreeable, but so
little important, that Madame de Maintenon, to whom
he had reported all, had thought it best not to trouble